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NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

Patent application number Patent application 2002-225311 

Date of issue Heisei 19 May 16 

Patent office examiner Shigekazu Ishii 8837 5E00 

Patent applicant attorney Kimio Kikuya (& 2 others) 

Applied articles Section 29 (2) 

This application is to be refused for the following reasons. If there are any 
arguments regarding this, please submit a statement of arguments within sixty days from 
a delivery date of this notice. 

Reasons 

A patent shall not be granted for the invention related to claims 1 to 9 of this 
application according to the provision of the Patent Law Section 29 (2) because the 
invention is an invention that could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the 
patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the invention 
pertains, on the basis of an invention or inventions which were described in a distributed 
publication or made available to the public through electric telecommunication lines in 
Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing date of the patent application. 

Note (regarding cited documents etc., see the list of cited documents etc.) 

(1) Claims 1, 3 to 4, and 9 

Prior art document 1 describes about a technique to expand an area depending 
on a selected history on a coordinate input system (refer to document 1, pages 1, 16; 
Figs. 3, 5 etc.). Though the expansion of an area is not executed based on a history of 
failures in the technique described in the prior art document 1, prior art document 2 
describes to extract a history of operation failures in the art of a user interface (refer to 
document 2, [0020] to [0026] etc.). It is an appropriate selection for a person with 
ordinary skill in the art as necessary to use an operation failure history instead of an area 
detecting history for a trigger of the expansion of an area in the art described in the prior 
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art document 1. Further, it is mere a workshop modification of design to limit an object, 
of which operation failures are detected, to a tilting-operable device described in prior 
art document 4 (refer to document 4, Fig. 4 etc.). 

(2) Claim 2 

Prior art document 3 describes to determine a preceding operation as an 
operation failure and execute a cancel processing if two different operations are 
executed at a given time interval (refer to [0007] to [0008] etc.). There is no 
particular difficulty to apply the processing until the cancel processing is executed to the 
technique described in the prior art document 1 and so on, as an operation failure 
detecting method. 

(3) Claims 5 to 8 

It is obvious to enable to discriminate an operator depending on a direction of 
the operator when a plurality of operators operate the same pointing device from 
different directions, and not only in this technical field it is a well known data control 
method to control data for every operator when the operators are discriminable. 

It is therefore necessitated to provide a sensor when needed to detect an 
operator and to correct an operation direction depending on the operator at the point of 
employing a configuration to discriminate the operators. Such contents described in the 
claims are mere a workshop modification of design by a person with ordinary skill in 
the art. 

When any reasons for refusal are newly discovered, the reasons for refusal will 
be notified. 
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This record is not a component of the reason for refusal. 
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